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« Thus pale they meet, their eyes with fury burn; 
«« None greets, for none the greeting will return ; 
¢¢ But in dumb furlinefs each, arm’d with care, 


«« His foe profefs’d ——” DRYDEN. 


T isa received opinion, that the duellum, or combat between 

 two-perfons, was originally a military. inftitution, adopted as 
a mode of terminating difputes arifing either from paflion or 
affectation of fuperiority. That fuch an idea fhould be ftarted is 
not altogether woriderful, it being natural for thofe who are bred 
to arms to be the firft to make ufe of them: we are each more 
likely to fucceed in that in which we have each been more parti- 
cularly inftru&ed. Allowing this to be a fair dedu@tion, it muft 
be admitted, that the mode of duelling at this day is not at all 
allied to the ancient ufage; for, inftead of being confined folely 
to. the. military, it/has crept into feveral other orders of men, and 
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is now practifed by *Squires, Attornies, Gentry, and Clergy: for 
this reafon, duelling fhould be logically {plit into two heads, vis. 


ancient and modern; and as the circumftances of the latter come 


immediately under the cognizance of the times, it will be highly 
proper to treat of that only.’ 


In my own humble opinion (for I am far from being a lover of 
contradiction) ; I fay, in my own humble opinion, modern duelling 
could not arife from fo pure a fource as military honour, but had 
its origin amongft a people naturally feroce and barbarous; perhaps, 
the northern parts of Europe, Sweden, Denmark, ef cetera. It is 
well known, that thefe people fpread like a torrent over Spain, Italy 
and France, and having no fociability from their nature, were 
frequently led into quarrels, which were as conftantly terminated 
by the point of the fword. : 


Clovis is faid to be the firft King of France under whofe reign 
the ufage of duelling began. It was then lawful to -fettle all difputes 
with weapons, after due licenfe firft had of the king; and which 
ever came off victorious, was fuppofed to be in the right :—hence the 
term, * /"épreuve du duel.” The laft duel, that hiftory informs 
us was thus licenfed, was fought in the reign of Henry the 
Second, between Gui Chabot de Jarnac and Francois Vivonne de 
Ja Chataigneraie, at St. Germain-en-Laye, on the roth of July, 
1547. The oddity of the circumftances that gave rife to the duel, 
and the form of the challenge, are fo fingular, that for the enter- 
tainment of my reader they fhall be laid before him. 


“TO THE KING. 


“SIRE, 
«« HAVING .been informed, that Gui Chabot de Jarnac has 
*¢ been lately at Compiegne, where he afferted, * that every man 
«* was a fcoundrel and a liar who accufed him of having flept 
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“¢ with his mother-in-law;’ I take upon me, Sire, with your 
*¢ pleafure and permiffion, to tell him, that.heis.an infamous liar, 
66 and lies as often as he fhall fay I have uttered things I have not 


s¢heard; for he has told me many a time, and indeed boafted, 
4¢¢ that he had flept with his mother-in-law’.” 


Signed, ** Fr. pz VIVONNE.” 


The challenge, having been duly figned and fealed, was fent 
to Gui Chabot, who accepted it, and fent the following petition 
to the king for his royal affent. 


“TO THE KING. 


“SIRE, 

‘© WITH your pleafure and permiffion, I declare, that Fran- 
¢¢ cois de Vivonne hath told a lie, in imputing to me what was faid 
ss at Compiegne; for which, Sire, I moft humbly befeech you 
46 to grant us.a defperate combat.” 


Signed, «¢ Gut Cuazor.” 
- 

The prayer of this petition being alfo figned and fealed, the 
combatants met by agreement, at a certain time and place, accom- 
panied by their friends and acquaintance. The inftant the parties 
had taken the field, the king, who had a peculiar inclination to 
fee the iffue of the duel, arrived with his nobles, and forming a 
large citcle, gave orders to them to /etto. Jarnac, who had been 
lately attacked by a flow fever, and who in confequence was much 
reduced in ftrength, availed nimfelf of artifice, well knowing the 
fuperiority of his antagonift in that refpeét; thus, running furi- 
oufly againft him, he tripped him up, and with a back-handed 
ftroke cut the finews of his hams afunder. Victory was, by this 
means, as complete as it was eafy; for the fortunate Jarnac 


having beftrided the foe, effeQually prevented him from rifing up 
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again, and muttering difdain over his ears, ordered his furgeon to 
attend to his wound. Pride, however, prevented La Chataig- 
neraie from receiving the proffered affittance, and in four days 
after, a mortification taking place, death put a period to his 
painful exiftence. The king, who had come to the ground fuper- 
ftitioufly confident of the fuccefs of the challenger, was fo fhocked 
at the confequences, as to publith an arret, purporting his difplea- 
fure at fuch meetings in future, and threatening punifhment on 


thofe that durft offend againft his orders. 


Begging pardon of my Reader for this digreflion, which was 
totally intended for his amufement, by the introduction of what 
was moft likely novel to him, I fhall next proceed to canvas his 
attention to certain plans and fchemes, which the love I bear my 
fellow-creatures, and more particularly my countrymen, has put 
into my head. 


Thofe who have been engaged. in thefe bloody encounters need 
not be told, that two men feldom meet together that are properly 
and completely matched. It is not, as in a cock-fight, neceflary, 
that each perfon fhould be weighed and fized ere he be pitted againft 
the other; the mere requifites are, {pirit, piftols, and ammunition ; 
with thefe three articles, almoft all the duels in this country are 
terminated, But no man, who pretends to have one grain of 
reafon, will take upon him to declare, that though cuftom has 
tolerated this, it is the more fair on that account. I will be 
judged by any one, whether a fat man has any chance of hitting 
a lean one, or a tall man a tiny man. Let the anfwer be what it 
may, experience has taught me, that you may {hoot to eternity at 
a thin fellow without hitting him. A droll dog, who is a friend 
of mine, having heard me make the above affertion, agreed to 
fire a bullet at me for a fhilling a time, at a certain diftance pitched 
on between us. I accepted his propofal, and placing my pofte- 
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riors ‘full plump in his view, and my head againft a barn-door, won 
fifty thillings of him eafily. Poor Jack having lightened ‘his breeches 
pockets by his lofs, was for letting me take a turn at him; but 
the fear of fhooting him, for he was confoundedly brawny, made 
me contented with my winnings, fo palming the money, we fat 
down and laughed at our adventure, Few -will require informa- 
tion on the fcore of my perfon, for they muft immediately con- 
clude. I have very little flefh on my bones; at leaft, if they 
think otherwie, they may take this with them, — there is no 
whipping-poft in Yorkfhire that is leaner. But to return to my 
{chemes: let the parties, like the ground, be meafured by their 
feconds, and let the excefs in the one be chalked off on-each fide 
his body, making.“all the bullets that enter without the mark 
unfair, and permitting fuch fires to be made over again. Here, 
indeed, there is fome flight ground for objection, becaufe the 
parts that are thus rejected are as fufceptible of feeling as the reft. 
Qn fecond thoughts then, for they are proverbially the beft, there 
fhould be an alteration for the advantage of the fat man: let him 
then be meafured by a carpenter, no matter if he be an under- 
taker, who fhall cut’as much out of a deal board as the thin man 
is broad, behind which the fat. man being placed will ftand a very 
fair and equal chance. If he be too tall, he may be placed upon 
a cufhion.on his breech, or give him a ftool that fhall move him 
by inches, and then this difficulty will be adjufted, Spirits are 
indeed often wanted by either, or both, of the parties; thould 
this be unfortunately the café,*1iothing is equal to the true Hol- 
lands, or right Coniac; though I had nearly forgot the true 
genuine Britifh. A great deal depends upon the feconds; for, by 
their humanity and propriety of behaviour, many a worthy man 
may be faved, who, in the cant phrafé, «has a wife and nine fmall 


“¢ children at home.” 
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There is a ftory in circulation in the place of my wativity, of 
a very reputable linen-draper, who getting a commiffion in the 
county militia, muft ¢’en take it im his bead to finith his career 
by fighting a duel. The friends of the combatants, through a 
flow of affe&tion, would not permit them.to fire with bullets; fo 
retiring to a field in the neighbourhood previous to the meeting, 
furnithed themfelves with a pocket-full of cow-d—g, with which 
they actually loaded. The linen-draper took the firft fie, but 
with no effe@: this being anfwered by the other, left the contents 
full {patter in his face, and the poor fellow is continually bantered 
with the phrafe, “J have fet my mark,” His -neighbaurs too, 
who have very little compaffion, tell ‘him he is not immaculate. 
However, though it operated as a punithment, it faved his life; 
and therefore great praife is due to the feconds for their philan- 
thropic {fcheme. 
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